Comparative toxicity of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory agents.
Comparative toxicity of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs was assessed using the Stanford Toxicity Index consisting of weighted symptoms, laboratory abnormalities and hospitalizations in 2976 consecutively enrolled rheumatoid arthritis patients from eight data bank centers with 27,936 patient-years of observation. Scores ranged from 1.77 (SE 0.20) for aspirin to 5.94 (SE 0.92) for meclofenamate, with many differences between drugs being 2- to 3-fold and highly statistically significant. Results are consistent with our prior data, persist when assessed by several different scoring algorithms, are consistent across data bank centers and are consistent with data of others. There are major and reproducible differences in the overall toxicity of different non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs.